


4.0 BIOLOGICAL CONSTRAINTS

OEPROTECTION . -

RESOURCE AFFECTE)

Sections [600-1616 of Lthe Fish & Game

Section 1602 Streambed Alteration

and foraging habitat (riparian corridor)

Riparian corridor Avoid substantial disturbance within
Code riparian habirat Agrecment (CDFG)
CEQA If infeasible 1o avoid, then consult with
CDFG
Special status raptor and passerine species Modcrale Fish and Game Code 3500, 3503 and Construct during avian non-breeding If surveys prove presence, consult with CDFG
and their nesting and foraging habitat 3503.5 season {August 15 to February 15) regarding establishment of appropriate buffer
(riparian corridor) . - . . . zones around active nest sites (for
Migratory Bird Trealy Act If infeasible, copducl pre-construction construction during nesting season)
surveys for nesting avian species during
the breeding season within 500 fcet of
construction limits
Special status bat species and their nesting Moderate Section 15380 of CEQA Construct during bai non-breeding season If surveys prove presence, consult with CDFG

(August 15 to March 15)

If infeasible, conduct pre-construction
surveys for nesting bat species during the
breeding season within 500 feet of
construction limits

regarding establishment of appropriate bulfer
zones around active roost sites (for
construction during breeding season)

Special status aquatic species (California
red-legged frog, central California coast
steelhead, San Francisco garter snake,
northwestern pond turtle)

Potentially High il present

Fedzral Endangered Species Act and/or
Section [5380 of CEQA

Avoid aquatic, streamside, and riparian
habitat

If infeasible to avoid, conduct species-
specific protocol-level surveys prior to
construction

Preparc USFWS Section 7 Biological
Assessment

If surveys prove presence of listed species,
consult with USFWS and NOAA Fisheries to
obtain a Section 7 or Section 10(a)
Endangered Act “Take” permit of federal
species, and with CDFG for state species.

San Mateo Creek (bed and banks)

High

Section 404 of the Clean Waler Act
protects arca below OHWM

Section 401 of the Clean Water Act
proteets arca below OHWM

Sections 1600-1616 of the Fish & Game
Code protects bed and banks

Avoid bed and banks of San Mateo Creck

If infeasible 1o avoid, obtain permits from
Corps, RWQCB and CDFG

Section 404 Nationwide/Individual Permit
from Corps

Section 401 Certification/Waiver {rom
Regional Water Quality Control Board

Section 1602 Streambed Alteration
Agreement from CDFG

Notes:

CEQA = California Environmental Quality Act

OHWM = Ordinary High Water Mark

CDFG = California Department of Fish and Game

USFWS = U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

RWQCB = Regional Water Quality Control Board
NOAA = National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
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Corps = U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
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Special status bat species identified in the project are protected by Section 15380 of the CEQA Guidelines,
and are afforded limited protection by the CDFG and/or USFWS.

4.3 HIGH CONSTRAINTS

Biological resources that could highly constrain potential devclopmént or medification include sensitive
habitats [i.e., aquatic and streamside (banks) habitats of San Mateo Creek and its associated riparian
corridor], and special status aquatic species (California red-legged frog, central California coast steelhead
ESU, San Francisco garter snake and northwestern pond turtle) if present.

The Corps and the RWQCB protect and regulate the area of the creek below the OHWM under Sections 404
and 401, respectively. The Corps and RWQCB require obtaining a permit if activities propose to fill or dredge
waters of the U.S.

Riparian corridors serve as vegetation buffers and provide habitat for wildlife. The riparian habitat identified
as oak-bay riparian forest and oak-bay riparianfupland woodland could highly constrain potential
development if the future activity directly or indirectly disturbs, removes or alters this habitat. The CDFG
protects and regulates riparian corridors under Sections 1600-1616 of the Fish and Game Code. Under
Sections 1600-1616 of the California Fish and Game Code, the CDFG regulates activities that impact the
flow, bed, bank, or channel of streams and lakes, including the associated riparian vegetation. A CDFG
Streambed Alteration Agreement would be required for any activity that could result in erosion,
sedimentation, or other degradation of wildlife habitat associated with San Mateo Creek, such as riparian
vegetation removal and alteration of the bed, bank, or channel of the creek (Atkinson, COFG, pers. comm.).

The aquatic and streamside habitat within the San Mateo Creek riparian corridor could potentially support
California red-legged frog, central Caiifornia coast steelhead ESU, San Francisco garter snake and
northwestern pond turtle, protected by the USFWS, CDFG and/or NOAA Fisheries. The presence of these
species could highly constrain future activities if these species are determined present and if development is
proposed within the riparian corridor.

Biglogizal Constraiois Anidysis at South Elementary School 4-4 ESA /203393
Hitisborougl: Schowl Mistrict




